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The International Shark Attack File is a compilation of all known shark attacks world-wide. It is 

administered through the auspices of the American Elasmobranch Society, an international 

organization of leading shark research scientists, and through the Florida Museum of Natural History 

at the University of Florida.  The purpose of the File is to synthesize information surrounding shark 

attacks in order to gain scientific insight into this phenomenon.  Scientific researchers and physicians 

are granted access to the data only after careful screening carried out on a case-by-case basis.  All 

information is considered privileged, and access by the press is strictly forbidden. 

  

 

 

SHARK ATTACK QUESTIONNAIRE 
 

This questionnaire submitted by: 

 

Name: Phil G. Garn 

 

Address: 801 G Avenue, Unit C 

   Coronado, CA 92118 

 

Email Address: pggarn@yahoo.com 

 

Phone Number: 619-762-8346 (cell) 619-435-3880 (home) 

 

 

(1) VICTIM CONTACT INFORMATION 

 

Name: Phil G. Garn 

 

Address: 801 G Avenue, Unit C 

   Coronado, CA 92118 

 

Email Address: pggarn@yahoo.com 

 

Phone Number: 619-762-8346 (cell) 619-435-3880 (home) 

 

 

mailto:tbowling2@ufl.edu
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(2) GENERAL OUTCOME OF ATTACK 

 

(  ) Fatal 

( X ) Non-fatal 

 

(3) RACE AND SEX OF VICTIM 

 

Sex:  

 ( X ) Male 

(  ) Female 

 

Race:  

( X ) Caucasian/white 

(  ) Black (of African descent) 

(  ) Oriental  

(  ) Malayan/Polynesian 

(  ) Hispanic 

(  ) Race unknown or other than above (specify if known) 

 

Skin color: 

(  ) Light 

(  ) Dark 

(  ) Tanned or equivalently colored naturally 

( X ) Unevenly tanned (see photo below) 

 

 

(4) AGE, WEIGHT AND HEIGHT OF VICTIM 

(Please Indicate Units) 

 

Age: 60 

 

Height: 6 feet 

 

Weight: 200 pounds 

 

(5) NUMBER OF SHARKS INVOLVED 

 

(  X ) Solitary attacking shark sighted, no other sharks seen in area of attack at that time 

(   ) Solitary attacking shark sighted, other shark (s) seen in area of attack  

(   ) More than one shark sighted and considered directly involved in attack  

 

Total number of sharks sighted: One 

 

(6) TYPE OF SHARK INVOLVED 

 

(  ) The shark was not seen well enough to describe its appearance 

( X ) At least part of the shark was seen 

 

Please describe with as much detail as possible what the shark(s) looked like (color, shape of body and 

fins, shape of teeth, etc).Use additional page(s) if necessary: 

 

After I felt the tug on my fin/leg and came to all stop (further described below), I turned around, and 

saw part of the head out of the water at my feet. The portion visible was from a few inches behind the 

eye to the tip of the nose at a canted angle. The dorsal side was a very dark gray, smooth and wet. 

The eye appeared dark black and there was white on the ventral side. I did not see the dorsal 

pectoral or tail fins.  
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I have been observing shark tagging operations conducted by Dr. Chris Lowe’s graduate students 

from the California State Long Beach Shark Lab and the Coronado Beach Lifeguards for the past 

two months and seen a lot of aerial drone footage and underwater Go Pro video of the juvenile white 

sharks (6-8 feet) they have been tagging. So, I am fairly familiar with what white sharks look like. I 

have also been interested in sharks since I was a boy and have read a number of books about them, 

granted mostly picture books. Additionally, I am an avid ocean swimmer in San Diego, California 

and very familiar with local sharks and rays most typically encountered leopards, guitarfish, horned 

sharks and an occasional blue shark and seven gill shark of course ubiquitous stingrays (stung 

several times) and bat rays. 

 

Based on my reading, viewing and direct observation I would say the shark was a white shark. 

 

 

(7) SHARK BEHAVIOR 

 

( X ) Shark seen, but not sufficiently clearly for evaluation of behavior 

 

(If shark was seen sufficiently clear for evaluation of behavior, please choose one action in 

each of the following categories.) 
 

Shark behavior prior to initial strike: 

 

 (  ) Circling victim 

 (  ) Following victim closely 

 (  ) Shark in position between victim and barrier or obstacle/beach/reef/boat, etc. 

 (  ) Shark not seen at all prior to contact with victim 

 (  ) Straight and direct  approach to victim 

 (  ) Straight and direct approach to victim, passed close by other(s) in water 

(  ) Swimming erratically 

(  ) Swimming normally 

 ( X ) Behavior unknown 

 (  ) Other (please describe) 

  

Shark behavior at time of initial strike: 

 

 (  ) Attack did not occur in water 

(  ) Shark did not contact victim 

 (  ) Minimum of turmoil, victim initially unaware of situation 

 ( X ) Sudden violent interaction between shark and victim 

 (  ) Behavior unknown 

(  ) Other (please describe) 

 

After clearing the surf zone, I turned up the beach and had been swimming for about 20 yards with 

fins on my side with arm extended and felt a sudden tug on my leg completely stopping me. I was 

kicking at a steady rate and had some way on. The shark bit the lower fin, and I quite likely kicked 

the snout/head with the upper fin. Nice fluid transfer of the kinetic energy amplified by 23 inch solid 

rubber three pound sapp into the shark’s head/nose area. As I said all STOP. 

 

Shark behavior during subsequent strikes: No other contact 
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Diagram of attack. I was swimming on my side in generally a westerly direction “up” the beach 

roughly paralleling the shore line just outside the surf zone. In the drawing above the sweep of my 

fins may be slightly exaggerated as there is little flex and for decades I have been practicing in the 

pool (with a kick board) kicking with lower amplitude (less drag) and higher frequency. I have also 

been working on actively lifting up my feet (power on the upstroke) as well as power on the down 

stroke. There are only a few inches between the crossing over of  the blades (see lowest diagram). I 
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believe from the marks on the fin (see below) this was made by the shark’s lower jaw. Upon 

reflection, I also believe this sudden sapp above the mouth in the nose area caused the quick release. 

Dr. Lowe’s and Dr. Anderson’s analysis may prove the orientation of the shark was reversed and the 

left fin struck the shark on the top of the nose not the bottom.  

 

 (  ) Attack did not occur in water 

 ( X ) Shark made only one strike 

 (  ) Shark made multiple/repeated deliberate strikes 

 (  ) Frenzied behavior 

 (  ) Released initial hold, quickly bit victim again 

 (  ) Behavior unknown 

 (  ) Other (please describe) 

 

Shark behavior after final strike: 

 

 (  ) Attack did not occur in water 

 (  ) Shark remained attached to victim and had to be forcibly removed 

 (  ) Shark remained in immediate area of attack 

 (  ) Shark followed victim/rescuers towards shore 

 (  ) Shark seen to leave area of attack 

 ( X ) Shark not seen after final strike 

 (  ) Shark remained attached to victim after final strike, released hold without use of force by  

     victim/rescuer(s) 

 (  ) Behavior unknown 

 (  ) Other (please describe) 

 

Total number of passes and/or number of strikes made by shark: 
 

 Number of attempted bites __1 bite total__1_ 

 

(8) SIZE OF ATTACKING SHARK 

 

(  ) The shark was not seen well enough to estimate it size 

(  X) The estimated total length of the shark was ( 7-8 feet) Dr. Chris Lowe of California 

State Long Beach and colleagues will be examining the fin to determine size. Dr. Lowe’s team and 

Coronado lifeguards had been observing and tagging white sharks for the past 60 days, the white 

sharks ranged from 6-8 feet, documented by drone footage and go-pro. I have sent the fin to Dr. 

Lowe and his colleagues to see if they can determine additional information about the shark from the 

bitemarks in the fin or tooth fragment in the fin. Since the Spring of 2020, reputable local 

“watermen”- surfers, paddlers, lifeguards, swimmers and instructors from the Naval Special 

Training Center (who conduct organized swims with classes of Basic Underwater Demolition/SEAL 

and Special Warfare Combat Crewmen students) have reported multiple white shark sightings to 

me. The range of size estimations were primarily 6-9 feet with a couple of 12 foot estimations. Since 

moving to Coronado in 1983, I have never heard of so many sightings of larger sharks, usually a very 

occasional report. This has been confirmed by Dr. Lowe’s team and the Coronado Beach Lifeguards 

who have observed as many as 7 different white sharks in a single day’s tagging. Five (5) total 

animals have been tagged. 

 

 

(9) LOCATION OF ATTACK 

 

Ocean: Pacific 

 

Country: United States of America 

 

State/province: California 
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County: San Diego 

 

Specific locality (name of the beach, distance from nearest major intersection or landmark, etc): The 

attack occurred approximately 75 yards off shore about 20 yards west from the Coronado Beach 

Maintenance Shed at the end of G Avenue in Coronado, CA 92118. 

 

 
 

If you look at the map above, the incident occurred closer to “The Shed” than tower 5C. The length 

of the Coronado beach from Navy blue Naval Amphibious Base on the right to Navy Blue North 

Island Naval Air Station is approximately 1.8/1.7 miles. My swimming route would be left to right, 

but was cut short. 

 

Longitude and Latitude (please use http://itouchmap.com/latlong.html if location on map is known): 

 

Beach Patrol 

 ( ) Unpatrolled Beach  

(X ) On Scene 

 ( ) Beach Patrolled- not on scene 

 

Coronado Beach Lifeguard Garison Covel saw me go out into the water and saw me come back to 

shore at a great rate of speed. I reported the incident to him immediately in his lifeguard vehicle and 

heard him call it in to the Main Lifeguard Tower. Lifeguard Covel then called the surfers into shore. 

The surfers reported they had seen a shark fin in the area.  

  

(10) CONDITIONS AT TIME OF ATTACK 

 

Attack occurred in:  

 

(  X) Salt water 

(  ) Fresh water 

(  ) Brackish water 

  

Water Clarity: 

 

 (  ) Clear 

 (  ) Muddy 

 ( X ) Turbid/Murky 

 

Tidal stage (if known): Attack occurred at approximately 1600 hours on December 30. Tide ranges 

below for day after. 

 

http://itouchmap.com/latlong.html
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Distance from shore: Approximately 75 yards 

 

General description of habitat (e.g. reef, sandbar, surf zone, river bank):  

 

Gently sloping sand beach. Artificial rock jetty approximately .6-.7 miles to the east (at the Hotel Del 

Coronado) and large rock jetty at about Zuniga Point about 2.5 miles to the west. The beach is sandy 

with no seaweed or rocks. Seaweed from Point Loma Kelp beds will wash ashore. Some individual 

strands other large paddies will be washed ashore routinely especially after storms and periods of big 

surf. 

 

Water depth at immediate attack site: 8-15 feet 

 

Depth at which attack occurred: 

 

(  ) Attack did not occur in the water 

(  X) Attack occurred at surface of water 

(  ) Attack occurred at ( _________ ) of water 

 

Sea/Surf Conditions: 

 (  ) Calm 

 (  ) Choppy 

 ( X ) Surf 

 ( X ) Swells 

 (  ) Violent/Storm-tossed 

 

General weather conditions: Sunny afternoon. Surf zone approximately 75 yards wide with initial 

break and a fair reform. Surfers just a little to the east (50-75 yards) were catching ridable waves on 

short boards. 

 

Air temperature (C):  17.2  C          63 F 
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Water temperature (C): 13.3 C        56F 

 

Wind direction: Roughly west to east down the beach. 

 

Wind speed: I do not know, but some wind- surface not blown out  

 

Season: Winter 

 

(11) TIME AND DATE OF ATTACK 

 

(1600 hours) PM 

 

Month/Day/Year: 12/30/2020 

 

(12) NATURE OF INJURIES 

 

Please describe injury(s) in detail, including body part(s) involved, severity of blood loss, treatment 

needed, etc. Use additional page if necessary: 

 

The shark bit my lower fin (on right leg) and there are bite markings primarily on the underside of 

the fin as well as a tooth fragment on the top fin rail. One side is also scored. Fortunately, these are 

solid vulcanized rubber 23 inch fins (strap to tip) and weigh over three pounds each. Had, I not lost 

one of my 14 inch Arena training fins in the surf over a month ago, there would have been more 

damage to my foot and ankle area. 
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Lower side of fin (above), note puncture marks in an elongated semi circle. Tooth fragment is 

covered by blue tape on the other side of the fin. 

 

 

 

 
 

Above bite marks roughly taped off in white tape. Also you can see my white Casio “Baby-G” watch 

as well as my coloring. 
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Above scrape/gouge from tooth across the side rail of the fin. 
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Above fragment of tooth in the top side of the fin. This was covered by tape for preservation. 
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Comparison between the UDT Model fin and the Arena training fin. Through out the summer and 

fall of 2020. I had been using the green Arena fins for training in the ocean (prior to COVID closures 

of pools and gyms, I had used the green Arena fins for training in the pool with my Masters 

swimming team.) The green Arena training fins do not float, which is why I was not able to recover 

it. It is also clear that had the shark attacked my fin there would have been substantial damage to my 

right foot and the impact of the left foot to the shark’s nose would not have been as significant.  
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(13) TREATING PHYSICIAN/HOSPITAL 

 

Emergency Treatment Facility NOT APPLICABLE see above   Follow-up 

Treatment Facility 

 

Name:       Name: 

 

Address:      Address: 

 

Phone number:      Phone number: 

 

Photos taken of victim’s wounds before and/or after treatment?        (YES)     (NO) 

 

If yes, are you willing to send your photos to ISAF?        (YES)         (INCLUDED) 

 

Are you willing to allow ISAF to view your medical records?      (YES)      (NO) 

(If yes, we will send the appropriate medical release forms)  

 

(14) CLOTHING/GEAR WORN BY VICTIM 

 

Electronic Repellant Device 

 ( X) Not in use 

 ( ) In use – turned on 

 ( ) In use – turned off 

 

Please describe the type of clothing and/or diving gear worn and used by the victim, including items such 

as jewelry, tattoos, etc. Please indicate the color(s) and pattern(s) of clothing:  

 

Dark blue Speedo swimsuit, white Casio Baby G watch. No tattoos. 
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Above all items worn except white Casio “Baby-G” watch depicted in photo above. 

 

 

Please describe the type of gear used, including swim fins, face mask, snorkel, body board, surfboard, kite 

board, etc. Please be as descriptive as possible and clearly indicate color, pattern, size, length, and number 

of fins as applicable:  

 

Yellow silicone swim cap-“La Jolla Swim Club” markings, silicone ear plugs, green TYR  goggles 

with a green bungie strap (worn under the cap) and Black Super Extra Large Voit UDT Duck Feet 

swim fins. See photo above. 

 

(15) ATTRACTANT/NON-HUMAN PRESENCE 

 

Choose all that apply: NONE 

 

(  ) Victim’s blood 

(  ) Other human blood 

(  ) Wounded fish/blood 

(  ) Artificial light (indicate source) 

(  ) Porpoise 

(  ) Seal 

(  ) Fish 

(  ) Dog/Pet 

( X ) Other: Unknown 

 

 (16) ACTIVITY OF VICTIM 

 

(Please choose one of the following activities in one of the following categories.) 
 

Wading/sitting activity in shallow water: NA 
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(  ) Victim in shallow water, no specific activity information 

(  ) Wading 

(  ) Erratic splashing, horseplay, etc. 

(  ) Standing still on bottom 

(  ) Sitting on bottom 

(  ) Other shallow water activity : ______________ 
 

Surface activity: 

(  ) Aboard a boat 

( X ) Swimming 

(  ) Floating, little or no motion (including use of flotation gear) 

(  ) Treading water (including use of flotation gear) 

(  ) Snorkeling (including use of mask and fins w/wo snorkel) 

(  ) Riding surfboard 

(  ) Sitting on surfboard with feet dangling 

(  ) Riding boogie board 

(  ) Aboard float, raft, innertube, etc. 

(  ) Body surfing, planing on waves 

(  ) Other surface activity: _________________ 

  

Subsurface activity: NA 

(  ) Subsurface or diving activity, no details 

(  ) SCUBA diving 

(  ) Free diving (no gear) or subsurface swimming 

(  ) Free diving with mask and/or fins, w/wo snorkel 

(  ) Pearl diving 

(  ) Hard hat diving 

(  ) Other diving/subsurface activity: _______________ 

 

Water entry or exit other than wading: NA 

(  ) Entering water (jumping, diving, falling, etc.) 

(  ) Leaving water (ladder, side of boat, etc.) 

(  ) Entry or exit other than above: ________________ 

 

How long was the victim in the water prior to the attack?:  

 

Probably two to three  minutes wading through the surf, another three minutes swimming 

through the surf zone -freestyle above water, breaststroke arm pull under water and a very 

short period outside the surf zone swimming on my side (kicking only) about 20 

yards/meters. 
 

(17) OTHER PERSONS IN WATER 

 

Choose all that apply: 

 

(  ) No other persons were within 10 feet of victim. 

(  ) The number of people within 10 feet of victim was ( _________ ) 

(  ) No other persons were within 10-50 feet of victim. 

(  ) The number of people within 10-50 feet of victim was ( _________ ) 

(  ) No other persons were in general area of (more than 50 feet away from) victim. 

( X ) The approximate number of people in general area of (more than 50 feet away from) victim  

      was (5 surfers ); approximate distances from the victim: (25-50 yards possibly more 

depending on their rides which were in the opposite direction (easterly) of my swimming) 
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(18) GENERAL ACTIVITY OF OTHERS NEAR VICTIM 

 

Choose all that apply: 

 

(  ) Other person(s) were not nearby 

(  ) Normal bathing/swimming 

(  ) Splashing/horseplay, etc. 

(  ) Thrashing/flailing, etc. 

(  ) Diving/underwater activities 

(  ) Wading 

(  ) Unusually loud voices/noises 

( X ) Surfing, with or without board Surfers with short surf boards 

(  ) Other activity as specified:  

 

 (19) FISHING ACTIVITY  

 

Choose all that apply: 

 

(X  ) No person(s) were fishing 

(  ) Victim was fishing 

 Type of fishing ________ 

(  ) Other persons were fishing nearby; approximate distance from victim: ( ________________ ) 

(  ) Fish being hooked 

(  ) Fish being netted 

(  ) Spearfishing 

(  ) Carrying/holding fish 

(  ) Other fishing activity as specified: ____________________________ 

 

 

(20) DIVERSIONARY ACTIONS 

 

Choose all that apply: 

 

(  ) No defensive/diversionary actions taken.  

(  ) Defensive/diversionary actions taken by victim.                

(  ) Defensive/diversionary actions taken by rescuer(s).                       

( X ) (Struck)  (Kicked)  (Poked)  the  (Eyes)  (Gills)  (Nose)  (circle all actions that apply).                       

 (  ) Path blocked.       

 ( ) Stabbed or speared with weapon                      

 (  ) Other aggressive or defensive movements (please specify). 

 

Describe the effectiveness/outcome of these actions:    

 
As I said, I had been kicking steadily on my side for 20 yards or meters, when the shark struck my 

right fin, I felt a tug and I suddenly came to a stop. “The best way to describe this is standing on a 

sidewalk with shoes jump up just a few inches 2-4 inches and when you come down it is all stop. Not 

consciously thinking, my left fin connected with the shark’s head providing a nice fluid kinetic 

transfer of energy directly to the animal’s head most likely nose area above the mouth (see diagram 

above). With the double whammy of a solid rubber fin in its mouth, tasting like inanimate vulcanized 

rubber with no give, and a fluid sap of hard rubber snapping directly to the head was a lot for the 

animal to process and enough time for me to high tail it out of there. It was probably stunned when I 

saw it with it’s nose out of the water. 

 

(21) NARRATIVE 
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Please describe the attack and all circumstances surrounding the event, including as many details as 

possible. Use additional pages as necessary.  Audio or video tape is acceptable but must be 

understandable: 

 

On December 30, 2020, at approximately a little after 1600 hours, I (Phil G. Garn) headed out through the 

surf just a little west (what locals refer to as North) of G Avenue in front of the Maintenance Shed in 

Coronado, California. I was wearing a yellow La Jolla Swim Club cap, goggles, ear plugs, speedo swimsuit 

and black super extra large  UDT Model Duck Feet swim fins. I also wore contact lenes-so vision clear 

near and far. There was a group of several surfers out front (south- taking off for rides to the east on the 

shoulders of incoming waves). I swam freestyle through the surf duck diving under the waves with 

breaststroke arm pull then resuming primarily heads up freestyle.  

 

Once outside the surf zone I turned on my side right side down keeping an eye out to sea for surf and began 

kicking west up the beach (what locals refer to as North.) I went about twenty yards paralleling the shore 

when I felt a strong tug on my leg and came to a complete STOP. I must have kicked the shark with my 

other fin, as I said, I came to a complete stop. [On a few previous swim,s I have hit large logs or buoys, 

which brought me a sudden stop. However, I did not realize this until about three days later writing this 

report. Essentially when I read the question about defensive strikes, I began to consider what my left leg 

was doing, having been focused on the lower fin which was clearly marked and the swimming very hard to 

shore. The best description I can give is standing up, jumping about 2-4 inches off the ground and landing 

on your feet, “all stop” and about that much energy. It was quite similar to sticking a baton strike on a 

heavy bag being held by a partner but not seeing it, it just stops dead and no movement most of the energy 

is transferred into the heavy bag. Both feet stopped!] I rolled a little to look at my feet and saw the head of 

a white shark. I could see the eye which looked very black and the dorsal surface which looked very dark 

gray to black, smooth and wet (not as dark as the eye) as well as a bit of the ventral side which was white. I 

made a 90 degree turn and swam freestyle kicking as hard as I could toward shore. I strongly believed the 

shark would likely be circling back. I felt a heavy adrenaline dump (my heart felt like it was in my throat) 

and of course things felt like they slowed down a bit but headed to shallow water. I did not feel like I was 

swimming fast enough and felt exhausted after a short distance (more like a wrestling match than a 

swimming race.) In about 12 inches of surf, I rolled and took off my fins in the roiling water and got up. I 

was just a little east (South) of the portable lifeguard tower and west (North) of the berm channel to the 

west of the Maintenance Shed.   

 

I then went over to the lifeguard pick-up truck which was further east (South) and reported the incident to 

Lifeguard Garrison Covel.  Lifeguard Covel took my name and contact information as well as photos of the 

fin. He commented that he saw me go out then come back into shore very fast and was surprised how short 

my swim was (I am known to the local lifeguards.) The bite marks were fairly obvious, and he took photos. 

He radioed the information in and called Captain Carey. He then warned the surfers who came in. As I was 

walking back to my towel and backpack on the beach to the west, I spoke briefly to the young surfers 

(appeared to me to be about high school -college aged) and asked them if they had seen the shark. They 

said they had seen the shark’s fin, but that was all. I walked home (801 G Avenue, Unit C), and when I got 

home I spoke with Lifeguard Captain Carey at approximately 1636 hours. He asked me if I was ok, I said I 

was. Then Captain Carey asked me to describe what happened (see above). He said he would be calling 

Fire Chief Lyden directly (Captain Carey’s superior). My wife later received a call from Lifeguard Damon 

Bassett when I was in the shower, and I spoke with him at approximately 1723 hours and related what had 

transpired. Lifeguard asked me to send him a statement for his report, which I completed later that evening:  

 
Shark Attack 

 

On December 30, 2020, at approximately a little after 1600 hours, I headed out through the surf just a little 

west (what locals refer to as North) of G Avenue in front of the Maintenance Shed in Coronado, California. I 

was wearing cap goggles, ear plugs, speedo swimsuit and black super extra large duck feet swim fins. There 

was a group of several surfers out front (south). I swam freestyle through the surf and once outside I turned 

on my side and began kicking west up the beach (what locals refer to as North.) I went about twenty yards 

paralleling the shore when I felt a strong tug on my fin. I turned and saw the head of a white shark. I could 

see the eye which looked very black and the dorsal surface which looked very dark gray to black and wet as 

well as a bit of the ventral side which was white. I made a 90 degree turn and swam freestyle kicking as hard 
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as I could toward shore. I knew the shark would likely be circling back. I felt the adrenaline dump and of 

course things felt like they slowed down a bit but headed to shallow water. In about 12 inches of surf, I rolled 

and took off my fins and got up. I was just a little east (South) of the portable lifeguard tower and west 

(North) of the berm channel.  I then went over to the lifeguard pick-up truck  which was further east (South) 

and reported the incident to Lifeguard Garrison Covel.  Lifeguard Covel took my name and contact 

information as well as photos of the fin. He commented that he saw me go out then come back in to shore 

very fast. The bite mark is fairly obvious. He radioed the information in and called Captain Carey. He then 

warned the surfers who came in. As I was walking back to my towel and backpack, I spoke briefly to the 

young surfers (appeared to me to be about high school aged) and asked them if they had seen the shark. They 

said they had seen the shark’s fin, but that was all. I walked home (801 G Avenue, Unit C), and when I got 

home I spoke with Captain Carey at approximately 1636 hours. He asked me if I was ok, I said I was. Then 

Captain Carey asked me to describe what happened (see above). He said he would be calling Chief Lyden 

directly. My wife later received a call from Lifeguard Damon Bassett when I was in the shower, and I spoke 

with him at approximately 1723 hours and related what had transpired. Lifeguard asked me to send him a 

statement for his report. 

 

Phil G. Garn 

 

My wife said I was very excited by the incident. After I filled out the report, I had two beers and a shot of a 

rum/brandy concoction (Buffalo Broth) developed by  the late UDT/SEAL Commander William “Buffalo 

Bill” Earley. After dinner I went for a walk to burn off the adrenaline. I knew from past experiences 

primarily in law enforcement, that if I did not burn off the adrenaline I would just lie awake all night.   

 

 
Above is my journal entry for the day. The notations on top right are pull ups and dips (hopping 

down the parallel bars) and the notations on the top right are exercise “Calestenics, swim, ride etc.” 

 

It was not until about three days later working on this report reading the defensive actions section that I 

realized what I had done with my left leg. I had figured the shark bit the fin, found it inanimate and 

released. Then I recalled everything coming to a stop. 
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Some Aquatic and Relevant Background: I have sailed, kayaked, paddled, rowed, dove (scuba and free), 

fished (line and spear), surfed (body, boogie and board) in the ocean. I started competitive swimming when 

I was about 12 years old, swam competitively in summer league, junior high school, high school and 

played water polo in college. I lifeguarded and taught swim lessons and lifesaving at pools -high school to 

college and Navy- and after active duty was a Coronado Beach Lifeguard for two winter and a summer 

season. In the Navy, I was assigned to Special Boat Units 12 (Now Special Boat Team 12) and 13 and my 

duties included being the officer in charge of 65 foot Patrol Boats and 36 foot Special Warfare craft in 

support of Naval Special Warfare missions and training with Navy SEALs, Marine Recon and Army 

Special Forces. I resumed competitive swimming with Masters in my 20’s and began ocean swimming and 

racing in the Pacific in 1983. I have swum in numerous rough water races including ones of marathon 

distances (over 10 miles). I have completed open water relays around Catalina Island and from Catalina to 

the Mainland. I swam solo from Catalina Island to the mainland and from England to France. I have also 

supported others on their Catalina Channel swims (certified observer) and have been a pace swimmer. I 

have been hit/stung by stingrays in Coronado about 4 times and stung around the world by numerous jelly 

fish from no see-ems to pretty bad “owie, mans” that raised welts for days. 

 

Since retiring from a 26+ year career in Federal law enforcement in 2017, I would typically swim with my 

Master’s swim team five days a week at the YMCA, swim in the ocean two to four days a week, year 

round. Due to COVID and pool closures, I now swim in the ocean just about every day and twice a day 

about three days a week. I also lift weights, run (now jog), stretching/yoga and ride my bike a little. I am 

currently a naval historian and just published “WARBOATS, 55 Years of Naval Special Warfare 

Combatant Craft History” for my veteran’s association. I have also written two articles for the Coronado 

“Eagle Journal” about the shark tagging operations. 

 

If you have any further questions or I can be of any assistance, please feel free to contact me. 

 

Phil G. Garn 

 

 

 

 


